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Ireland wete in a mental hospital. Nearly all (89%) were lifelong celibates,

4 * . . . . ..
- - A . .

Things Fall Apartw;*: P I

The center cannot®hold ) o . .
Mere anarchy is }oosed upon the world, ‘ : i
¥ W.B. Yeates S S

et . iy - - .- o . B

-

ki3
On a given census day in 1971, two out of every hundred males in western

& s © V4

-

mosb’were’ﬂ!!ween the .ages of‘)hirty—five and fifty, and more than*half were

9 PO : B
.o ]

diagnosed"as schizophrenic. .

% On a given census day in 1975 in the tiny parish of Ballybran'in Southwest

5

. . . . \ . \ .
~ Kerry; almost five percent of the’ population-of 549 péople was receiving

psychiatric care.or medication as in-patients at:the County,Menta}.Hospital or

, ' .. N : '
as out-patients at the psychiatric clinic in dearby Dingle. Two-thirds of these
- o ‘ . .

. . /. L
patients wbkre men, and all %ht one wﬁs singleb,

0

. *

And;-on any given dark winter's night when the rest of the parish has long

.

‘been asleep, one can pass by the ancient stone cow house:of Michael'Q'Brian and

~

o

.

e

hear the old@fsaint" milking and talking ta hig cows, ‘or merely" "standing the

’

night" with them while reciting s%veral decades of the rosary. -But, Misha M! God

o . ~ - “ -

what harm? Michael, the old recluse, is a saint and he serves his cows the way
S

]

" he once served his mother, God restdpergsoul
5 A -

7
- 0Or, -taking the rocky bohoreen road that seperates the Flnn from the O Nail
‘e . >
oasture,JoBe might- encounter holy'Philemena, dressed in “ribrant reds and greens,-
N ‘ ) : ' Y r‘

- - .

on .her way to a Mass long since over. She will stop xbu and hold you fast until

(L. " . Y £y
she has been able to get it,right —- her loose, broken,.diffdse geneology -

1 -+

counting the names and  numbhers of people 1ozg since dead or gone away and .

grop}ng for- her place among the shadows, Ph lomena asks you again "Has Jimmy
. ’

Mickey come home yet?" A

-l N
AN (N a -
’

Mental illness, both treated and untreated, is common in the land of saints ¥

and scholars, and is statistically associated with, the western region, peripheral

/

%griculture,»male status, depopulation, isolation and_celibacy.\lDiagnosed

[ . . R . -

N . v Co *3\—\;
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‘?' . .u" scizophrenia accounts for 567% of mental. hospital beds in the west, four times -

o (ﬂbe figures for schizophrenia reported in rural England and Wales., Among
_1‘ * hespitalized women there appea&s to be algreater tendency towards obsessive-
o compulsive states,‘phobias and hysterias, while»among men\ther; is a higher
, percentage of affective'psychoses, schizophrenia, and alcoholismilinked‘with
¢ ~ . .

| ‘“Jimmature or'dependent personality charact“eristics.1 - .

. ' . -

‘ In this'ﬁaper, based on ten’ months of participant observation in an Irlsh ' ‘ -
v “ speaking 6illage of Southwei\hJerry, combined with weekly visits to~the County

-

» Menfal Hosgital I will® examine .one aspect of mental illness in Ireland — 1its

- o association with_permanent/celibacy and the more generalized problem of culture . &
) R ; ) ] ‘ . .

Qeath stagnation and anomie prevelent in the western countrysidé.v I wifl use '

\

ra comparison of selected themes in four cards of the Themgtic Apperception Test -

L%
¥

‘which was administered in its entirety to thirty—six normal Village adolescents ' -
-

between fifteen and nineteen years, and to twenty—two single mental patients of
LY

both sexes between the ages of fifteen a d thirty-five —- in order to illustrgte -

- . % .
e major conflicts and stresses which

’
.
) boe,.

and inform the_followinz,discussion of

. surround the coming of #ge in rural Iyeland today and which commonly contribute ~

' to!mental breakdown. .
- . " All village iales tested wer¢ potential fatm heirs; id contfast, almost all .
the ‘females were anticipatifig emigration from the village. Similarly;anine out

. .- “
of the eleven male psychiatric patients were stay at home farm-or trade workers,

» -

’ » while most female psychiatricﬁpatients had, spent at 1ea§t someptime working '

v
- ’

abroad. These diﬂferences were not consciously ‘selected for, but/were a natural
.\ . . ° . ’ - . N . ) .
: reflection of dembgraphic patterns} ] . - N " |

-

) . _ . Prior to t .Great Famine of 1845-1847 the population of Ballybran parish . | .

. e
was 2,772 souls. Church records indicate that marriages{wese frequent, contracted (1
s ] - B ) o y
» A - . - ) , . - .~ . . N
’ T i B . ’

1 Statistics drawn from 0! Hare and Walsh, The Irish Psychiatric Hospital Cencus,,
*, 197t. Diblin: The Medico—Social Reséarch Board .

FRIC . 00004 - - o
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= at a tender age and families were large. The population was reduced to half by, -

L ] * Al \ . v . .
the_famfne, and as in the rest of Ireland, there %ollowed an adaptive reversal

.r

. | . )
of marriage and birth patterns, and a spiraling ‘emigration rate. Whereas in

§ ~ .- 1965 the census recorded a population of 645'persons, today it is 4641, The . h
': : thirty—eight deaths and fiﬁfeen emigrat}ons of the past year were offset by only
. i ]
three births. The last parish marriage took place three years ago and has et

s . - - »
-
-

' to produce an heir. Few married couples today value the old seven-nine child
1

. ! v -

+ . ~ ,
household once’ so prevelant in'the community, and a very successful and religiously

R e . o .
) sanctioned form of bir}h contrbl -- total continence —- is practiced by :several \
N g : ’ ’
upwardly ‘'mobiles¢illage couples since they -have produced their desired limit.of
. . . - ° . LI
two or three children,: "& T
* »

I3
¢

The predominant household in Ballybran today is a consanguinal rather than-

¢ , | \
' affinal. Of 138 households, only 41 are traditional‘extended or nuclear families.

, : ) , , . )

0 The }emaining 87 households are comprised of various'combinations of blood kin: v
¢ 14 . st i
solitary bachelors, bachelor brothers with epinster sisters, widows and gvidowers -

. l

_ alone with their unmarried adult children. The flight of women from the once °
N N e {fﬁr\ o n

”_tightly endogamous community can be witnessed in the virtual absence of eligible

women. While there are more than thirty sti11 hopeful young bachelors between

. ? = '
) the agesoof_twenty—one and thirty—five, only two eligible women: between these 3.
. 3 ' ¢ ‘ * . " 2 .
ages still remain in the parish. ! B _ R

The majority of these bachelprs are able to make ‘an adequate adjustment to

- (the demands of their stoical existence through strongly cathected male bonding

/

f patterns in work and’ recreation. However, for the more psygholpgically

vulnerable, a gradual withdrawal from peer activities, such as 8poTrts events and

/ . summer dances, co-operative turf cutting and hay makings, signals the onset of T f
an'engulfing spirit of depression and dispair -- sometimes climaxing in fits ) o
of rage or violence directed against neighbors or even their own homesteads and !>

, - S

livestock. ‘ -

&7 , .

- 00005 .
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-welh the'rural lrisglmale's sense of ‘anomie with regard to his 1ife and work.

year old potential farm heir from Ballybran, told,this story: - A

' anthropologist can best contribute\to the interpretation o%”projective test

drum called the baron, and the melodidn and tin whistle, is the music og_the.

. Irish countryside, and conjures up strongly patriotﬂc .passions in the breasts

-the old Irish storytellers are wont to say: '"The words are broken in my mouth".

- J ’ ) ’
‘sacrificed so much in remainifig loyal to the' village and the culture -- and who

‘ > e f», . » A .
A major theme in TAT card one (a boy contemplating a violin.on a table

. i o : ' A: " . \

before him) told‘by both, normal and disturbed men, but not by women, illustrates

.

Half of the normal males and a quarter of the~male mental patients told- stdries
. ' 1 ‘ o
of- despondency over ,a violin that ‘was broken or sadly out of tune. _A seventeen

. . - w

He looks fed up, and his violin is broken. He doesn't krow what to
do.".He's looking at it disgustedly.. It might have broken while he
was playing with it. Nothing to attract his attention to, only that.

. v

Semus, a ‘thirty-three year old Irish spéaking bachelor ﬁarmer and’ diagnosed
)

schizophrenic, first imprisoned and therd, later hospital%ged for violent and

L] v

disorderly conduct at a(dance hall,- told this story: L
A, R4 7»\‘ ’ . ° Y .
It's in the mind of the brain he has it. He's asleep on the guitar.
He.feels down and out. - (Why?) It's broken. (What's the future?)
He's thinking about his future ‘as a guitarist. (What about 1it?) \
There is none. . » ¢ :

— . T o

While to the psychoanalytically oriented the violin is a symbolically phallic
"J
instgyment, and’ the broken violin image would be interpreted as an- indication

-

Qf severe castration anxiety among rural Irish méles, 1, belieVeghat the .
o . . A . i e

materialkhy looking first at the manifest content of the images and placing them <
. o] < . 'S Q -

L) - . ! * 2 .

into the framework of the cultural meaning which these images might have on the °

conscious level, The vielin or fiddle, for example, accompanied by the goatskin

?

s
[N

0 Ay
’ v

of villagers_at home and abroad. Irish music, like the Irish language itself,

represents akiﬁy of life which the.villagers sense“i@_dying. -Oftheir ‘language

’

- \ £l
Cf their music:. "™y spirit is broken; how ‘dan I play when there are none to

listen?": This malaise is expressed and felt most keenly by those lads who must

o

o000V ™
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L

..0/

£ - . v s,
? .

" . dntultively sense thdt "things aren't.working", necessary relationships are

 "broken" and "out of ‘tune". | ’ . L ' o

¢ .
.

~

Women‘responded te the violdn 1ma§e in an oddly bharacteristic faéhioﬂ;:

Almost half the normal women.and-one-third of the disturbed told stories which

<&

1énored or misidént&@iedlehe €iblin. ‘Some wopen referred to. it as a gun,.a book,

.
ia —_—

N

'a.paibfing, a plane, while otheré referred Qisgctly to the bi?nk sheets of paper
Bgnegth‘the violin, ignoring the instrument itself. Since it haslalregdy been,
established thég the fiddieuis.an‘imﬁortanf symbol of Irish cuiture, the. failure
L S i

to notice or récognfze it on tﬁe pgik of the women cannﬁt originate in upfami-

iarity. Rather, there Beems to be an obstilate blockingg)denigl or rej ction

of a podqible threatening symbol. The male phallus? Rural lifestyle? +Probably

L 4

bothy we hyp9thesize. . o .

rd

o .

. . . . L ’ )
The ,passivity and Hependency of the boys' themes in which the lad unhappily

S0 e

'fmldpkp for help in playing or menainé a broken or® untuned fiddle, can be cggtrasted
’ . ’ . .

with'the'rebellioushess of th hormal girls, five of whom told stories in which

. they,hctively threw down and*broke in angé¥ the violin, or escaped from the

S

o O r

'9.‘ & i
* tedious lessoriszs Thexehigfg_vitality to the girls*aétories almost totally lacking

in those of the boys'. antrast‘Anya's story: . -
A, , - . . . : .
\ He's fed up and feels Jlike breaking the old fiddle now. He's gotten®*
. no good out of it, and he throws it down and says, 'the hell-with it'.
. Then he goes out to have a drgpk with the other lads. : .
with Peter's story: - - . )

- *

L | It seems to me that thié.boy was sent to do his violin practice which
: - he doesn't like. His father was a good 'violin player and they want
.him to be good at-it too. I think he doesn't like music and he's in
g sulk. (Outcome?) He'll‘get‘bored"and then fall asleep on the violin.
We also used card one to measure attitudes towards achievement gnd competence.
B e . - ° s A M . .
Again the greater statistical difference was b 't een_all, the women and all the
men of both samples. . More than’half of the ﬁorma%»womeﬁ, and 'an even greater ..
proportion of the disturbed women told positive achievement stories —- themes
. J T ’ .
. in which°thdy set out,. often in, the path of difficult obstacles to- accomplish

L3

" . . : @

-

o+ 1¢ 1410 A "

-

r



-, in the task.

] ‘ " B
set goals. By contrast, eight out of 14 normal men, and five of the eleven

psychiatric patients told stories of negative achievement -+~ themes in which
.t B 4 . ! . X .

they'withdrew from'sociallgoals, felt bored, sleepy or otherwise disinterested’
4 ] ) | ,

What is being illustrated here is the end result of a differential

. : ' ) - ' ?

socialization experience for rural farm heirs and their more upwardly and

v

~ ; v ] . . ,
‘outwardly nwbile sisters and older Brothers. Conrad Arensberg's ‘description in

the 1930's of a lively farm family life in which patriarchalvfather.delajed‘f
\“ - . J

. retirement and set son agaffnst son in thé competition for his favor and eventual

-inheritance of the highly valued farm lands, hagaduring-the.intervening years’

\ .

L ; . . f . . - 8
© given way to a new system of farm ‘transfer governed by ,the principle of elimin-

ation -—- that is, the 1ast boy to escape (usually the youngest son) gets stuck

by default with- thg farm and saddled with a lifestyle of almost certain celibacy

- 1

-and self—negating service to the’. old people These farm heirs (represented

in my normal and psychiatric samples) and known in local parlance d&s the angashores

r "leftovers are prepared ‘from early childhood by their parents and older siblings

“for their destined role by a subtle but persistent process of ego deflation. It

is this socialization process, I hyppthesize, which contributeézin part to the

. high rates of psychosis - especiqlly schizophreniakﬂr among vulnerable single

*

. \ R .
male ﬁarmers. ) N g S
. A ] . . N

In interviewing the parents’ of ‘each of the nuclear households in_Ballybran,

NI aiscoVered/a4pattern of fixed status for'children ordaine& by sex,. birth order,

[}

. * L , ° * . i
physical ar mental apptitude, and by supposedly inborn tempermental differences.

' < - ' 1

There was hardly a farm family that could not boast of it's "pet thild", its
white~haired hoy whose given fame was frequently affixed wtth the nickname |

"bawn" (ﬁEaning white) as in the rhyme one jealous brother had composed for me:

< .

¢
"Here's aur Paddy Bawn, Mama 8 pet who can do:no wrong". . -

2
1

Although no farm owners today would ever admit to having been "reared a

peth, it appears from,the life histories of older vill gers that in former
[ « “! . % - . .
._‘ . ) * -

..oooo0008 e )



prophecy.

N L . i . 7-.5'
' | , \ .

;generations, the‘family pet was oft-n the first born son, traditionally named

after his paternal grandfather, and reared in order te fill- his projected role

-

l

of farm heir. Today the pattern has) been reversed, for the g;eatest aSpirations

of village parents no longer rest in agriculture or farm ownership. 'The first

. e
of today are reared for export -- for the occupations of

~

born "Paddy Bawns"
ul emigrant, possibly the priesthood

» Ry

scho/lxea;her, civil servant, success

Daughters may be called ' 'pets", but beling Daddy's pet daughter carries’ fat

v
L]

IN

Children born with physical handicaps have traditionally and-still aré

>

to some extent prepared for the town and village trades. But the greatly

disvalued role and status of farm heir is resef%ed_today for the family's so~ .

K3

called "runt ,'scraping of the pot", "] eftover" and "blacksheep", Who‘is‘ B
supposedly discoverped at a very tender ageito have no brains, no -guts, no drive,

no ambition.’ One village lad and farm heir, identified strongly with the some-

‘what downcast 1ooking young man in‘éard 6BM (an elderly woman standing with her‘

©

P .

back turned to a'tall young man), and told this story: .
The mother is telling the son, that she is disappointed in him because
he failed his 'Inters'. She is saying: 'Nick, you dre the one child
.I could never get any good out of. From the time you were born I
could see that you would never amount to anything but a stay at home.

\ The boy is thinking that he has stayed at home too long, that he should
leave. But he realizes.that his time has past, it is already too late.
.(Outcome?) He does the best he can, and hopes that his mother will

‘ come to accept him for' what he is. ’
- L R
While everything is sacrificed in order to educate the family's pec at a

'

town boardigg school,‘the angashore will often be encouraged by parents and .y

sometimes by teachers to end his educati n with primary school. The unfortunate

"blacksheep of the village are re according to the rules of self- fulfilling

L4 3 -
Parents\ seem to realize that the more emotionally delicate and

e

dependent the child

-

[— m ) .
the less talented and self-confident, the more bashful
and socially awkward, the greater their ability to bind this son to themselves _

and to the land. Like Nick in the TAT story above, the potential heir of the

" fewer implications than being Daddy or Mammy s pet son. ) . LG

L

. 0009 - T S
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._family.is often told to his-face and even in the presence of outsidersflike

{ ’ :
\myself that he\hmy&hop%less s the family's "n'er do well" and "slpb" =~ a .

N " » -
person who- could never‘make it beyond the, ken of Ballybran, and{a lad no girl Y
5? " would ever care to mMAarry. From my small sample of eleven male psychiatric patients, . -
i o ' : - - L ,

. there was a positive correlation between mental illness; late or later birth order

- i -

and farm inheritance - particularly in large farm families. - I,

g

Supposedly in—'orn personality t;7its of "nadur (nature, warmth) and °

’
[}

reeding) were offdred by the loéal populace as explanations

*

"duchas" (blood or

»

s L]

tri shulilbh anyghat" - bree%ing breaks out in the eye of
. o+ - .

'"Briseann an 'ducha

the cat" -- was tiie -common proverbial explanation of "poor character" in a child
S ’ v . - E
or adolescent. Duchas, or,breeding, was believed to be passedqon through the

" male line, and could go back up to seven' generations. While whole family trees
. /“'- .

sometimes became characterized\by a single "ducas -- e.g." the 0'Connors are a '

family of saints or "There was never a Moriority didn't have the heart "of a

“ - ‘ -

' mouse' -- brothers andrsisters could inherit their particular duchas‘from av )
N Q i . 'Y ) A .
’ variety of patrilinial ancestofs,‘with Sean taking after thrifty Grandfather 7
. ° c
* Euge, and Paddy taking after idle Uncle/Morris. Lt . . 3

, " The second quality of inherited character,_'nadur" Or. nature, comes from
the matriline. "It was translate?/io mean warmth, .compassion, sensitivity, gsof t-

Al

'ness mother-love. Children were believed to be born with more or less absolute

quantities of nadur, which in the days of H&eastfeeding was believed to be trams-

a
mitted through the7motber s milk. Interestingly, boys in general were believed

-

to have more®nadur than girls, and the supposed "delicatenesd' of -their sons,

particularly of their incompetdnt blacksheep, was a quality which mothers played .
Y ) - . . - . :
( upon and “feinforced. Village mothers claimed that their sons were easier to raise
\ \ﬁ/
than their daughters, were more S compliant, d a greaterlaffection for their

parents, and a de&per love of the mother—country. They also added uniformly that

.
<

00010 . N N

- c . . £

~ little boys were "gofter" by nature than little girtj and needed more attention




» - ' B
’ . . X - L k . 9.
f

and "comfdrts" The frequently diagnosed "immaturé" -or hdépendent personality"

traits among Irish male psychiatric patients is, I am convinced 4 b product ‘
¢ * RN 9' .
of this early dependency training for rurakdboys. ) .

These supposedly in-born personality differences between boys and girls were

&

-

'clearly reflected n marked contrast of attitudes towards farming, familism,gand
4

. . 2 .
emigration on TAT card,2 - a,coun%ry scene in whichsa young-girlucarrying books

: . : ' . : g
in her arm stands in front 4f.a man working in+“fhe fields while an older, 'sugges-—
. . ‘ ‘ -
tively ‘pregnant woman, looks on. - 637 of the normal girls and 46% of the female
. . 'l > . ~ \x

" mental patients told:deprivation,stories followed hy‘real or imagined escape

-

- from the countryside; While normal and dfsturbed women commonly described the

<,

rural scene as a "poor farm in the outback" or a "miseraple piece of rocky land"
. - . .

v ' %

(realistic assessments of farming in depressed mountainous west Kerry), the normal

boys'herefgiven tQ rohaﬁticising the rural scene, calling the farmers "rich and

]

prosperous or "doing all they can to make their farm a civflized environmenn"

’ ’ Le

Al

these told_stories with ' pastoral ideal' motifs, and five told social or eézgomic

deprivation stories, which were resolved in resignation rather than emigratioén.
" A v
' Thrdughout the normal males responses to card two runs one unifying theme,

one of fixation, perhaps - familism. The normal maleg seemed unable to transcend

the meaning of family as defined in terms of ‘anything other than family .of origin
s i

or sibling'bond.- @he male stories; like the parish of Ballybran itself, were

peopled with single, solitary, unmarried characters overly preoécupied with
tHe relationships of childhood. '43% of the-boys (some o? whom are old as_ZIL .

I

“

The eleven male psychiatric patients, however, sided with th:ﬁwomen and none OEH(_I

L]

described.the farm scene as a sibling set .of brother and sister with mother, lookihg

on, or even as two sisters and a brother, rather than as the usual eonjugal groups

-

deseribed by most people of other culturesi?’The following is from a long response
A . . -
, ‘ N S : : )
given to this card by an eighteen. year old boy, middle childlin a family of six

children: M . \

Brother and a sister and a mother, right? The girl is thi%king‘about

o o001 T . S

Nt : . P

_‘: .

Y



‘ . ] \ . - . j..U .

C e . . what is going to happen in the future, that when heftmother(lill die, ’ :
‘ she will really have to get down to work...the boy, well the mothér M
seems to have gotten' the upperhand of him. She has beaten hif, not ) -
: _ . -whalloped him -+~ but gottén the better of him. The boy-: is thinking
e *  that wheh his mother will die, he and his dister can live happily- « °
together for the rest of their lives without any bossing- aroun’k .or .
Familism, inte%preted as sibling sets struggling against pa:entB is probably
' a healthly defense against the authoritanianism of‘{rish family life, where “bonds
. ° J‘ 4
of duty unite children to their parents, but even stfonger bonds of affectiOn o %
- unite siblings to each other. Mihal 8 fantasy, expressed in the response above, L W
' 3, P . .
‘{ ' of mother dying and he and his sister living together happily ever after "without )

any bossing around", represents a real and growing alternative to marriage An’

)
e RN -
- Ballybran where thereeare nearly as’ - many households comprised of adult sibling
' i L} (" w . ) . .
.sets’ than there are traditional nuclear and exténded families. . . S

- f
The most remarkable difference to emerge from the TAT conicerngd attitudes

? b { '3 R “ !" e .

“ ’ of the normal and psychiatric samples of men, and womeniapwards sexuality,'romantic ﬂ@;

lgve, and generativity In both male and feméle nermal samples there was throughb

» ] '
" out the ‘Tesponses an absence of themes dealiﬁg with kove and affiliation between

. »

embarrassment With

™

N

the sexes; a dirth of marriage’ and ‘conjugal thémes, an intense

k)

R the partial nudity of cards 13MF (bedroom scene) and l7 (scantly dressed man oﬁg Lo

- &
a rope), as well as a blocking oF denial of the pregnant condition of the oldg;.

/’ women in card two. The -normal. cards werg marked by an ixtense familism% a pre- .

> . . . £ U
. &

occupation with the material and economic, rathen than social environment, And . g§
-

\-
"a romanticism and fasoination with death By contrast,,the psychiatric patients ——

* both male ‘and female -- told a high percentage of courtship.and marriage Stories . _ﬁ:
; ~in which,they conscioust rejected celibacy;and childlessness as a way of life. . :*‘.
) a : - While themes of guilt, sexual‘prudery and repression vere eqi;II§\Hfgp"ﬁ/fﬁwf\Tlfﬁ‘
the, very compromising bedroom scene on card l3MF in both normal and psychiatrtc '?E
8 - s&mples, the disturbed men and women tended to relate directly and immediately é l',yhg
. QES- to the issue at hand - sexuality, while the normal villagers,(male and female,.~ o
- P - s Ty

“told family sifkness or death stories or far-fetched storyﬂbook faﬁtasies:ofﬂa_

. - L —_— T S '.-, AL e
E lC ~ o k- - g - i . . Lt .
W&m ) ) OD012‘ . _ . AT
A W . . . v -




-

- 011,

odamsel in distress foynd oﬁ the doorstep aﬂd'brought in from the storm. /Johnny,
¥

-a diagnosed paranoid snhizophrenic,ﬂage 22, told this story yhich concludes with
‘an interesting bit o£ insight' . i‘ o S L S0
- =~ This pictura, for want of a better word, could be called sordid:. It
- . shows :a bedroom scene between a husband and wife:° I seems - they have
juet had sexual intercourse. However, the man has got dressed very

7 quickly; or else.he can't’ bring himself to ‘haye it. We“?ll choose the .

o former. He has just had the intercourse and now hé is bitten by pangs
' - or remorse, which is a thing that shouldn't happen 1f we were educated
et properly to the normality of all sexual behavior.

v

. " While pregnancy and deli;@ry stories were noticeably,absent‘in both normal
’ v s . ,

samples, they were common in the psychiatric samples. Peter .a y. /3 year old

' »
R

a v 3

tradesman and hogﬁltalized alcoholic given to-fits(of violence and aggressfon -

told this rather gently story. to. card 13MF : . 4" . . RN
~ s : .
‘'This 1is a girl and she seems to be in-great pain, and your man can t
. .+ bear to-look at her. She could be in labor apd having difficulties.
-~ You want an ending? 0.K. , the girl dies, but the aby lives, and the

. . father takes care of it.‘ > _ o

.

» .

“— 0 7

Following thé!AT‘I wquld at, times ask- the moYe out-going mental patients to

“

consent. to the Draw—A—Person test. Seamus, the malcontented 33 year old bachelorz~}~ﬁﬁ

and schizophrenic mentioned earlier, summed up in his picture all the longing

in lonely souls like himself for growth, creativity and intimacy -- for Seamus

v )

imqediately drew the portrait o& a very preghant.Woman. . ¥

It is our conclusion from the TAT responsess: interviewg,and observations
. of village life, that the cost of inheriting the land 'and perpetuating the rural
) - . . 1 .

culture with its demands of an austere and I would be tempted to say "unnatural

lifestyle, leaves the kerry adolescent and'young adult few options., Among tBese

v

are escape through emigration,-stoical acceptance via repression, or increasingly

today, periodic maladjustmené\duriqxawhich times the delicate balance tips and
the normally repressed individual is flooded with uncontrolable angers, resent-
ments, a nd more 1mportant1y, with felt needs for attachment and intimacy with

the absent 'or non-existant "significant others" in his life.

- . : v “
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